27" November, 2022.
First Sunday of Advent, C.
RC Diocese of Argyll and the Isles
Fr Roddy McAuley, Parish Priest
Our Lady and St. Mun’s, Dunoon. Tel: 01369 702125.
Email: dunoon@rcdai.org.uk Website: stmunsdunoon.org
Charity registration number - SC002876

Masses during the Week:

Tuesday: 10.00am. and House Mass at 7.00p.m. St. Cecilia.
Wednesday: 10.00a.m. Solemnity of St. Andrew.
Thursday: ~ 10.00a.m. Requiem Mass for Terry Martin.

Friday: 10.00am.
Saturday: 6.00pm. Vigil Mass.
Sunday: 9.00am and 11.00am.

Confessions: Saturday before Vigil Mass and on request.
Eucharistic Adoration: Wednesday morning after Mass.
Rosary: The Rosary will be prayed after Mass in the Lady Chapel on Thursday mornings.

The Advent season begins this weekend. Carlo Carretto, the renowned spiritual writer, spent many years living
alone as a hermit in the Sahara desert. He wrote a number of books from that place of solitude, including one
entitled, “Letters from the Desert”. He wrote, “Be patient, learn to wait — for each other, for love, for happiness,
for God”. The Advent season is about learning to wait. It is about not opening the Christmas gift too early. A
feast can only be celebrated properly after there has been fasting. A race can only be run well after proper training.
Christmas can only be celebrated after a fruitful Advent.

For parishioners who want a wee bit more out of the Advent season this year, you can order and read the short
study book called, “Distorted Images of God” by Dale and Juanita Ryan. Though we say God is loving,
trustworthy and all-powerful, many of us live in fear, believing that God is impossible to please, manipulative and
likely to abandon us. Written with compassion and conviction, these studies shine light on our distorted thinking
and point us to the truth: God is the great healer who knows us intimately and pursues us with love. An evening
will be arranged to have a shared discussion and reflection on the book.

Fr. Roddy Johnston, parish priest of St. Andrew’s, Rothesay, will give an Advent related talk in the church hall
on Wednesday, 14™ December at 7.00p.m. Please come along and support Fr. Roddy as he gives of his time to
visit our parish.

Pastoral Letter Regarding the Diocese: Please take home with you a copy of Bishop Brian’s Pastoral Letter.
The Bishop is reflecting on our Diocese and how we can best grow in the direction God desires for the future.
The Bishop invites us all to join in this process of discernment. We begin with a two month spiritual preparation
during which the Bishop will visit every parish to explain in person his vision and to listen to your comments and
questions. He will visit our parish on Saturday, 28" January, 2023 at 7.00p.m. More details can be found on the
Diocesan Website at www.rcdai.org.uk

A very warm welcome into the church to Robbie Andrew Lochrie, son of Andrew and Lauren, who was baptised
today (Saturday) in St. Mun’s. May God continue to bless the wee one and his parents.

House Masses continue in the parish. If any parishioner would like Mass celebrated in their home, please see Fr.
Roddy or Fr. Philip. A house Mass is an ideal setting for a small group of people to come together to celebrate the
Eucharist and to enjoy a time of sharing afterwards. It would be up to the person hosting the Mass to invite a small
number of family/relations/neighbours/friends and to have a simple tea/coffee/biscuit afterwards.

The Special Collection last weekend to support the work of the Scottish Catholic Education service through the
Bishops conference of Scotland raised £375. Thank you for your generosity.


http://www.rcdai.org.uk/
mailto:dunoon@rcdai.org.uk

Good news was received during the week when it was announced that the parish would receive grant aid for our
St. Mun’s stained glass window. The parish will receive £ 3000 from the Basil D’eath Trust and £4000 from the
Columba Trust. Thanks to our primary school headteacher, Mrs. Karen Wheatley, who was instrumental in help-
ing with our grant aid application.

On Saturday 17th December at 2pm there will be Christmas Carols and Christmas songs at the new Shoreside
Garden Centre (up the hill from Fountain Quay). The proceeds of collections that afternoon will be added to the
above amount. So come along for a catch up with friends and join in with the sing-song!

The St. Mun’s Craft Group are organising a “Christmas Fair” to be held in St. Mun’s Church hall on Saturday,
3" December from 2.00p.m. until 4.00p.m. Entry: £3/ children free. Tea/Coffee and baking included in admission
price. Tombola, adult and Children’s raffle, Christmas crafts and decorations, toys, bric-a-brac, home baking and
sweets.

The Cowal Gaelic Choir are having a ceilidh at St Mun's Hall between 7pm-10pm on Thursday, 1st December
for St Andrew's Night. Ticket £5 per person. Raffle and light refreshments available. Fifty percent of proceeds go
to St Mun's Church.

Cowal Fiddle Workshop: Christmas concert on Friday 9th December at 7.30pm. Tickets £5 at the door.
Refreshments and Raffle. All welcome.

Reflection:
Are you prepared? A question we ask ourselves often, and especially around this time of the year as we
celebrate the first Sunday of Advent. Reflect on this story:

Once there was an ant and a grasshopper. The ant worked very hard.

He worked and worked all day. He made a lovely house. Every day, the ant would work and look for bread or
food. Every time he got a piece of food, he would eat just a little, then save the rest for winter.

The grasshopper could not understand why the ant worked so hard. He liked to sing and relax all day. He didn’t
work to save food. The grasshopper would just sing and play music. He would relax in the sun. Every day the ant
would pass by and say, “Are you prepared for winter?”

The grasshopper just smiled and replied, “My dear friend, you need to relax a bit and enjoy the moment.”

Then autumn came. The leaves were falling and the ant worked harder than ever.

“Save your food,” warned the ant. But the grasshopper continued to relax and enjoy the autumn sun. “Build a
house. Winter is coming, are you prepared?” said the ant. But again the grasshopper ignored the ant. He just
relaxed and played music in the autumn sun.

Then the days grew cold. The sun was not enough. The grasshopper now needed a house to protect him from the
winter. He was cold and hungry and the words of the ant kept playing over and over in his head, ‘Are you
prepared? Are you prepared?”’

The grasshopper was in despair. He finally mustered up the courage to go in search of the ant and its shelter. He
found him warm and cosy in a house big enough for more than himself and enough food for winter and beyond.
The grasshopper knocked on the ant’s door. “Ant, I am so sorry I am not prepared and now I can see why you
have been working so hard and preparing for winter. But why have you got so much more than you need?”

The ant replied, ‘My friend, I have watched you all summer and autumn, playing music and relaxing in the sun,
preparing nothing for the winter. | knew you would need somewhere to stay when winter came and so | worked
doubly hard to make sure there would be a place for you. I asked myself, ‘are you prepared to help your lazy
friend or lose him?’

So you see, dear grasshopper, | was not prepared to let you die so | worked twice as hard to build a bigger shelter
to take you in and stored enough food to see us both through the winter.”

You know, if you read this story from Aesop’s Fables, it doesn’t actually end like this. It actually ends with the
ant refusing to let the grasshopper in and he subsequently dies.

How would you prefer the story to end? How can we use the message of this story during Advent? D’ll leave this
thought with you.



